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Introduction of HCA Application Technology and
Examples Installed on Digital Inverted Microscopes
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In drug discovery, High Content Analysis (HCA), a microscope-based drug efficacy evaluation
screening approach, is becoming increasingly important with imaging technology development. However,
performing HCA requires advanced expertise in several fields (e.g., cell culture, image acquisition,
analysis, etc.). Nikon developed a digital inverted microscope, ECLIPSE Ji, and corresponding software,
NIS-Elements SE (Smart Experiment), for easy HCA execution using this microscope. In this study, we
introduce the technology installed in Smart Experiment, along with actual imaging examples. Chapters 1
and 2 introduce the background and workflow from image acquisition to analysis result display when
using Smart Experiment, respectively. Chapter 3 discusses the autofocus and cell segmentation
technologies by CellFinder.ai and NIS.ai, respectively (both developed to realize Smart Experiment).
Chapter 4 presents size and morphological analyses as well as cytotoxicity examples as actual assays.
Finally, Chapter 5 provides a future outlook.
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N5, BREEBISHC X 5, SEHIORDE & B S 5 W5 H
ML, 4 A= v FEMPFRET AT, HEMZ
LT&CTw5s [1]. —JiT, HCA#ZZFEET %7-HI21F,
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T ONSEA G T 0 SEBRR ORI, 78 519 70 SR (R
PG 720 DA, W% Lz mi{% S5 EE 2 g
% 72O QBRI AR, fhi U752 o BHR) R %
IR 72D DRI O AR TH 5. NS OBET % [k
WEE R 72, HCAIZHID TP M EITIE N — RV dsEn
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HCAD#m 7 — 7 7u—2HEML L7z AT 2L LT,
7V WEISLBEMESE ECLIPSE Ji &, AREMEGEEHOY 7 b
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AFiTlE, Smart Experiment |23 S - Hli o &,
FEBED HCA FE B D\ THINT 5.
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ARETIX, Smart Experiment DY AF AT —27 70 —%
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Fig. 1 Smart Experiment D7 —% 7 O—H&

(1) Select Assay

T3, VYU INERER TOAT VI TV E
v b3 %, ZO%, NISElements ® SE €— 75, #%
YDT v %R 5.

(2) Overview Imaging

I—F—DFRE LT TN, Ay VT L —
EL, BEISNZTL—PbOXYHEZHIEST 5.

ZT 2 VOPLTHRZNUT L, MlRoA#EZ BT 5.
F7:, KEGROUUBNOMBEEL XMWY 2L, &
REBIZERE O Rl e I 2 Mt 9 5.

(3) Preview Imaging

Z—HF =PRI L 27 =, F3REGHAO T T
2 VI LC, Autosignal.ai (Al % FJH L 72 H @) R &
PEEE) 294795, ZoMRED LI, EELLY oV
DT, —FW DL\ o VAR E R L 7w IR S 14
(LED /37—, @NWMH) 2835, $72, &ISER
THTNVIT, PP T b7+ —H AEFERL7=D
L, WETHREEEF Y ANVICTH— 7+ —H A% FELT
T5 INSDF— N7+ = ADKENS, il EEIGE
WX D RET ZHBIICB 28 HEME L, KFEOEF ¥ &
VOGEMEDL 72y MEZFEIT 5. WO 7 + —
A AHMIZIL, CellFinder.ai (Al % FIH L7-BH#EFHO A+ —
b7 A=A R) BFHL TS,

(4) Scan

Overview T L7z XY i3 £ O, Preview |2 THE
L7-BI&r:, HHEBE» S 0Z£H00F v A Vot 72y b
fEZFHL, WATICHHT 2 7200Wm§E2INET 5.
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(5) Analysis

Scan REIZHE L 72 WHRICK LT, &7 v/ TEFHSN
TR L Y ¥ 21T 5.
(6) Show Result

WIS, RHTRS R & A RIOR BN R T 5.

3 Smart Experiment [CFIFALTW3 Al $ifi

A#TIX, Smart Experiment 294 #k L 72 AL FA 2RI L
THNT 5.

3.1. CellFinder.ai \IC &5+ — b7 4= A
3.1.1. JE PR

VAMSE CH WO NLIERD I — T+ —H AT, 27T
FNCERZ RS L2050, SE{EOMEEFRZENPHE
FPRIZE LIS g flibTE 72, /EROFETIE, Z
DBAEHIPANICE ¥ MHAAAFIE L TV B LENRDH 5720,
HOH LY R ZHAEZHELZTE ROV, 20
HiPH AR T X, Z OoBAEDE v M E AT, 4 — b
T A —NAZKMT S, —HT, ZHARIACRELTE
TLEo7UA, LEYEICEMI 22> TLE ).

FECERE % [ 4 /2%, Smart Experiment [HJLF 12, #r
Lt — b7+ — A AFEEBFE Lz, RFEETIE, Fig 2
WRL7zEY), ZVEORL 2 2 MOMGER» S, ¥
MAE COWMEEHEET A EERE L. ¥ MEOH
E121x, Deep Neural Network (DNN) ZFIH L 7.
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3.1.2. ¥k
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Table 1 CellFinder.ai (ZFIF L 7-#fatE

HHRaiE 2P

HelLa RIKEN BRC, RCB0007
HepG2 JRCB cell bank, JCRB1054
HT-29 ATCC, HTB-38

COsS-7 RIKEN BRC, RCB0539
CHO-K1 JRCB cell bank, JCRB9018
A-431 NIHS, JCRB 0004

Neuro2a ATCC, CCL-131

iPSC derived Neurons | Elixirgen Scientific, EX-SeV-CW50065
BS-C-1 NIHS, JCRB9126

J774.1 NIHS, JCRB0018
3.1.3. Tk

Y MNEDSDiR#AE%3%XSD (Standard Deviation £Z# g
) ZTEH L7z, MERIZIZE > B IEA 5 =250 um O #ipH
Zxfg & L7z, Table 2 IZiFliks R 2R L7,

Table 2 CellFinder.ai FHi#5E

L X EX MED» S DERESRE (£3xSD)
Plan Apo AD 4x < £10 pm

Plan Apo AD 10x < £8um

Plan Apo AD 20x < =5 um

3.2. NISai zFIH L=l 7y X v 5 —a ¥
3.2.1. JEUBRBEE

SRR CIRfR L 7R 2T T 2 DA T v TL LT,
Mg, ME#mz EOFHINREZ L7 A YT —vay
THILELETHAH, — MW, HEOMMETERET S
L THiE AELL, EHICENT Y —EHRSEOR
WEZMAZ A2 LT, FHINROF 7V 27 hDAh 2 LT
AVF—2ar§bIEfibhs. Lo LAFETI,
WARRMRWID T > TNAERSGME O (B 2 XYtk
R geta AR O 2, IR O DIEH) 12X -T, B
7 EDIRNT A —F — 2T 20 EN DD, £72, W
PIFRAAHZE I S &, ML AL &2 Ak 9 % 121,
B BRI 7 0 & 2 2 BT B L ERD 5.

—J5Cit4E, Pixel2Pixel % U-net 72 &, DNN ZFlIH] L
Tek AT = a YRESE L, MY TV H A
ASNFEDTE TS [2]. BthA$Efit 3§ % NIS-Elements
IZBWTH, NIS.ailZ Segmentation.ai & ObjectSegment.ai
EWIHIBT, EEDNNZFH LI Xy T7—2 3 U8
MEHERL TS, RFEFEOAY v bE LT, £
BEWIZE D RET A Y IVDEREZDH S LDEELT
BLILET, RIA—F—DOWMBEPAREL LD LR,
GPU R—ZTOHBE D720, HERTEL D b FHTR A2
NHRNWT ENBIFOLNE. RFEOFMOFAE X G
JH#11%, Nikon Research Report Vol. 3 I128#% L T\ 5% 72
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W, ARTIIHET5S.
3.2.2. ¥k

NIS-Elements SE Ti&, #OGHI{EA SN, e
BRI AYT—va vy R¥EEETVE, WHEE{ES
WAk, MR EZ 7 A Y F—3 3 VT AEBETFTLD
AR AR L7z ELEEr 50 s A v —2a vE
FOVOLERICIE, ZBim 5 & U ChHEsk o T3 CHotmi )
SYerRAvTF—3a v LT bk &R L7, B
WEPEDOET Ay F—Y a3 Y EFVOMERTIZ, Hbdk
L7z > 7 Oviefi U CIABIEE & SOBGREIRIR L, 400
WREEROFREIITEIT A T—2arT5ILT, ¥
MimfgEe L MBEOE T AT =3 VI
Hoechst33342 (FHh 545 A2, HHS, HA, 19172-51)
THIE =2 gete L7-Bifg 2 FIH L, MREEOL 7 X~
7 —3 3 »IZ1%, CellMask™ Deep Red (Thermo Fisher
Scientific, Massachusetts, US, C10046) 2 CHlllj s % e tn
L7cHifgAFH L7z, Ml o538 1213 SegmentObject.ai
e, MAEIR S8 1213 312 Segment.ai BEBEZ fEH L
7z. 7z, Table 312, SEICAM LMo —5 % 18
T5.

Table 3 NIS.ai ICFIAL /-#ifaiE—&

HpaE z2P3

HelLa RIKEN BRC, RCB0007
HepG2 JRCB cell bank, JCRB1054
COS-7 RIKEN BRC, RCB0539
CHO-K1 JRCB cell bank, JCRB9018
A-431 NIHS, JCRB 0004

J774.1 NIHS, JCRB0018

Neuro2a ATCC, CCL-131

3.2.3. FHi i ik

NIS.ai # JHWTHER L7z 7 A v F =3 a VBTV,
28 L 7Rl o R\ B L 7B o Bl SIS 0 A MBI Fife
RIS X B ERERHN & g i 2 BRI A& 90 L 7. BRI IS
BrE—y ERNCHUE L7 — 7 20 L7z, MR 2 Bl
9 5720DFETIVCTIE, Hoechst33342 (FH 54 7 A7)
DHSCHRA S M S MRS T 22 72 V7 —
Va vEFTVCHRIES NG RERL, TodEs
2390-110% DO FEFHIZINE 5 = & 2R L7 (Fig. 3 (B)).
T/, WRERERIET A0 A v F—Ya vET
W22V T, CellMask™ Deep Red (Thermo Fisher Sci-
entific) OHIEHARA S M S 7= MBI O TR Lok 5
LY AT —a yETFIVCHRIE S MR o
F A 2390-110% D HPHICIL E 5 Z & 2 ERR L 72 (Fig. 3
Q). ZArF—a yEFIVHMORETHGIMZ T,
7 vk A OMEHBICH L =3 v 2RS4 OB S
N7zBlE - BV IR o0 285+ I T fE A & iR S
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DIRMNT ORI D i U7, Sl L -SRI St & L
T, ROZENZRTIBEECH 5 Zfactor BT SN 5 [1].

(B)

- GT Hoechst

Fig.3 NISait/ X F—>a EF LKL 3EERE
(A) NISai~A L7z HEG 27— -
50 um. (B) &7 NIS.ai i2 & & B #IR O s H (F ¥
18,), Hoechst333423 6§ H et L7280 75 » F
b —Z (KtasEE), Hoechst333420 40 GHi1E ().
(C) fi#r® NISaill & 2 Ml s oGS A (R,
CellMask™ Deep Red #56mi{4 4> & Mt U 72 MadEig D 7 5
YEMy V=R (w¥ ¥, CellMask™ Deep Red @
HOLHIE ().

4 Smart Experiment ZFIF U7 v 1 DRhEH

AEETIE, Smart Experiment % FBICFIH LT, FHAIL

72BN 5.

4.1. Size and Morphological Analysis Z #JJ L 7-#lg®
TERESRBT
41.1. 7 v A4 BE

MMBIZ AR O TRk & RIBREZE L ZT I &R 3. 6
Z1%, DNAFEFRPELA b LA, HABET O X
D, MO EL LT, MBBORKILDETT S S
ERFSRTWS [3]. ZoX) %, MFRREE LI
TENAT =K =7y MILEERHORAZ ) —=0 7
R, MKUEREA R & LM~ oB M MiIER TH 5.
K7 v A1, Mlas X OCHRZEOKRE SRFME, HY
B EOREBNISMEZ BB WL T 7)) r—Ya Vit
ffigszZAME LTS,

K7 v A4 TlE, WREN IS0 O L v 2 % FIH
LCmifgaus L, Ml MRaiso sotmigsr» s 2n
ZIfaAEsE, MfaES X v F—va v L, B
MR ZFHT A 2 LT TH 5.

4.1.2. FTAlG SRR 2

R v A4 OFFMiEEFTIE, DNA MRS VX TF—E1D
FH%#] T3 % Camptothecin (Sigma-Aldrich, Missouri, US)
Rz, MY A X OREARGEEOBGEEC & Y FEfi L 72.
Hela Mifa %96 = V7L — b+ (AGC T2/ 7 F A, #ll,
H 45866-096) (24 fl L 5% #2 %, Camptothecin (Sigma-

20

Aldrich) ®OAFERF] (0 ~1000 nM, 10§ 5) &ML 72
B\ Z C2AM MG AR L7z, 20, 4 % PFAICCRIEL,
MA% % Hoechst 33342, #ffi 2 CellMask™ Deep Red
(Thermo Fisher Scientific) 2 CTHeft L7 [4].

APy FNVFL—1+%]JilZky bL, Size and Morpho-
logical analysis 7 v & 4 #5947 L7z, Z-factor # B9 %72
W, AHF 473y rua—) & LT Camptothesin (Sigma-
Aldrich) 0nM DX 45%, RY 7473y bu—)Le LT
Camptothecin (Sigma-Aldrich) 333 nM D X455 % i%%E L 72.
BRI L 62D T h by VaikE L. F2,
AW AR SRR & LT, ARFEERIE 3 S L 22,

4.1.3. FFAMRS R
Fig. 412, FFlifRzR L 72
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EC50: 12.8 nM

(Avg) [um?]

o
o
X
]
o
c
s
o
>

10 10°
Concentration [nM]
Fig. 4 Size and Morphological analysis S5 5%
A) E»50, 12.7, 333nM BEMIZBT AR L
B O A O W E (75 : Hoechst 33342, 7 : CellMask™
Deep Red), TEIZ, 7 AyF—3a vy LA 7 %2R
7o GF - MUl sEIE, AR M) . R — b N —13 20
um. (B) #ifamifEz v — b~y ZIRLAK. (C) Ml
i8R L |72 & X 0 Zfactor 3 L N ECS00 5 H#E %, (D)
e A TS, ARHC Camptothecin J#iREE % & o 72 iR FEK
fEHH. ©9— N—13) 7Y v P EOEERFE FHxT
Oy MIF LTI TR FA—=TIWT 4 v T4 ¥ 7 LIRS,
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Fig. 4 (A) IR L7z, KHERICBIT 2N 2],
Fig. 4 (B) IR L7-Mifaiiffo v — r~ v 7, Fig. 4 (D)
R L2 EEARAT AR OGBS, Mifao
MRATKRE L B 2 EDUERTE . 72 Fig. 4 (C) IR
L7380, Zdactor>0.5(0.52) THDHIEnb, Tyt
L LTCHTHRMEREIHTVD Z EDPMRTE . /2,
ARFEERTO EC501% 12.8 nM & 72 o 72,

4.2. Cytotoxicity % Rl U 7-38#%1 0w Pk 5F ik 5
421. 7 v A BHE

MR 2 53 2 & &%, HEHIOFFR, BrEsrh?
BRSO, FoMWMEA~D A b LR Z T A L CTEE
Thb. A7 vEA TR, Rt LR EEZHINS
LZERHMELTWS.

K7 v A TE, BGHETHIZI06 O L > X2 FH
LCHifEE2ms L, Miakks L OStiaosEtmfa: o,
etk el Efm L, A, EHRoB G EH
322 ENHETH 5.

4.2.2. 3l I ERBEEE

KT v A OFMEHTIE, 7u574 vy FF—EOMHE
#]C & % Staurosporine (Sigma-Aldrich, Missouri, US) %
FIA L CHINEsE 2 358 L, JEMINEE O EEARA - O BEGIE S
XD FEiL7 [5]. Helafifgz96~ = V7L — b (AGC
T AT A) M LB # 1%, Staurosporine (Sigma-
Aldrich) OFAFCRS] (0 ~1000 nM, 10B:RS) % mhnL 725
o TABMFHIRG#E L 72,

Z D, Mk % Hoechst 33342 (FH 54 FA27), 4E
# ig % Ethidium homodimer-I (EthD-1) (Thermo Fisher
Scientific, Massachusetts, US, L.3224) 2 CHeft L 7.

AKY T FNV7L—b%&JilZky b L, Cytotoxicity 7 v
A EBETLE. AHT 473y ba— & LT Stauro-
sporine (Sigma-Aldrich) 0 nM DX 4%, RYF 14 7a v
b & —) v & LT Staurosporine (Sigma-Aldrich) 1000 nM @
Xor& gk L, Zfactor ZHM L7z, FREEICKHL 600
V7R b e VvEBRELE. E, AWFENEEIER
L LT, ARSERRT 3 ESEHEL 7.

4.2.3. FFAMHRS S

SFAMfiAS H % Fig. 5 (2R L7z,

Fig. 5 (A) IR L7z, KREESIZBUIT RN 2 mi5eE],
Fig. 5 (B) /R L723EMIEE O — b~ v 7, Fig.5 (D)
R L7 BEEARAT - DG R &, IREEARAFIIC, SEAIE
KPR LAT LI EMMERTE7. T4 Figh (CO) IIRLAE
WY, Z-acotr > 0.5 (0.923) THAHZ b, TvkA
ELTH ORI TWSE Z EPMHRTE. T,
ARIEEETO EC501E 56.43 nM & 72 o 72,
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Fig. 5 Cytotoxicity SFHif&E 2

(A) ZE75 0, 37, 1000 nM B MIC B MM, B
WCHEEE D A DM (F : Hoechst33342, #% : EthD-1), F
BlZ, B AV TF—varvlizvArERLE G5 EM
Bo, LML), A —N38—id 100 um. (B) 7B
MRz e — b~y ZIRLAER. (C) MR Z e
L7z & & @ ZAfactor B X ' EC500 5 S, (D) #Htdhizst
M, AkillZ Staurosporine (Sigma-Aldrich) #LfE#% & -
To AT, =5 —N=13) 7V v b RO
HFRHETOY MW LTYZEA FI =T T4 v T4 27
L7255

b zew

NIS-Elements SE TI# L < ##k L 77 2 0 AL BEEEIC X
DRFHIZT v A #FITTE L. AR TIE, NIS-Elements
SEIZ## L Tw % ATH #ff &, Size and Morphological
analysis & Cytotoxicity ® 2 2D 7 v &4 #HIZ, LD XS
ARSI e E R L7z, ARG F oMo
T e ADEREINTBY, £ < OMBEEMFEEFI W]
HECTHob. SHOLEEOIRR, 7 v A MOWLELXITH
Z LT, RIS CONFRORIFAL, FrBEA %R
~OHEME HiET.
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